
 
 

Shootings, not new, 17 Shootings in 90 
minutes highlight the urgency of the situation  
 

Violent 90 minutes in our history, yet there is no reported connection, four people lost their lives 
due to violence, those families will not get their loved ones back.  The Community Police 
Partnering Center’s Community Outreach Advocates, housed at the Urban League, were on the 
scene at the hospital as family members converged to learn about their loved ones.  Soon we will 
see vigils to mourn and pray for our children along with rallies to raise the outcry for stopping the 
violence and such senseless loss of life.    

The Community Outreach Advocates will also be at those rallies and vigils to offer comfort to 
family and community members that are grieving the loss and experiencing the trauma.  When 
the vigils end and the demonstrations subside, the Urban League, Community Police Partnering 
Center, and the Community Outreach Advocates continue the work of prevention and 
intervention of such tragic scenarios.   

In Cincinnati and other cities across the country, violence is on the rise.  The randomness of the 
situations surrounding the violence highlights for us that there is no one answer to be found.   
Data watchers see that violence is like a river that ebbs and flows.  Others say COVID-19 has 
highlighted the disparities that are at the root of behaviors that lead to violence and, ultimately, 
loss of life.  We must address the systemic issues…. in the meantime, what can we do?   The role 
of the Community Police Partnering Center is to engage the community in the “right now” 
responses of prevention and intervention.  COAs are on the street every day, offering hope, 
opportunity, and the pathway to change.  The Community Police Partnering Center is available to 
work with community residents and stakeholders to explore ways to address specific issues on 
their street or in their neighborhood.   

Look for the Bright Orange Shirts in your neighborhood.  The Urban League’s COAs are there to 
provide support and resources to the community.   

For more information contact Dorothy Smoot, executive director, Community Police Partnering 
Center at (513) 487-6506. 
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